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Residential  Hotel  Law  Victory! 

Residential  hotel  tenants,  along  with  apartment  tenants,  won  a  big 
victory  in  December  with  the  passage  of  the  Residential  Hotel  Unit  and 
apartment  Unit  Conversion  and  Demolition  Ordinance .  Passed  on  a  ten- 
zip  vote,  the  law  requires  an  owner  to  obtain  a  permit  to  convert  before 
any  residential  hotel  unit  may  be  converted  to  any  other  use  or  anv 
apartment  may  be  converted  to  tourist  use. 

Under  uhe  new-  law,  the  granting  of  the  permit  is  conditioned  on  the 
provision  of  one-f or-one  replacement  of  each  unit  to  be  converted .  Such 
replacement  housing  ma}*  be  satisfied  in  one  of  three  ways ,  1 )  one-for-one 
new  construction,  2)  one-for-one  rehabilitation  of  existing  vacant  units, 
and  3) _ one-for-one  replacement  in  the  form  of  an  in-lieu  fee  (the  cost  of 

replacing  a  similar  unit  to  be  paid  to  the  Citv  for  construction  of  su^h 
unit ) . 

^  Often  overlooked  as  a  housing  source,  residential  hotel  units  repre¬ 
sent  the  City’s  last  resource  of  non-subsidized ,  low-cost  housing.'  Until 
very  recently  they  were  a  surprisingly  significant  source  of  cheap  hous¬ 
ing.  Accouraing  to  a  Department  of  City  Planning  study,  in  1975  resi¬ 
dential  hotels  were  a  full  15%  of  the 
rental  housing  stock  irf  San  Francisco; 
in  1980  that  figure  dropped  to  10%. 

Hie  loss  of  these  units  is  due  in  large 
part  to  changes  in  speculation  fads; 
in  the  last  few  years  it  has'  become 
popular  amoung  speculators  to  convert, 
residential  hotel  units— often  the 
permanent  homes  of  many  tenants  for 
over  30  years— to  tourist  use (in  the 
Tenderloin  or  South  of  Market)  or 
office  use  (in  Chinatowi). 

(continued  page  9) 
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International  kraken 

ANOTHER  ALTERNATIVE 
■  (But  not  for  the  Moral  Majority) 


How  threatening  the  krakers  are  to  the  Dutch  government,  for  example, 
can  be  understood  if  we  look  at  the  money  and  the  effort  this  government, 
is  willing  to  spend  to  battle  the  krakers.  In  the  Netherlands,  20,000 
krakers  are  presently  occupying  about  5,000  buildings.  Hundreds  of  polioe 
failed  in  several  attempts  to  evict  krakers  by  force.  At  the  inauguration 
of  Queen  Beatrix,  over  8,000  police  were  not  able  to  keep  Amsterdam  under 
control.  Thousands  of  police  of  the  special  mobile  units  (riot  police) 
cleaned  the  Vondelstraat  and  evicted  the  krakers  from  47  luxury  apartments 
at  the  Prins  Hendrikkade,  with  the  help  of  army  tanks,  gunners,  and  coor¬ 
dinators  in  helicopters.  Plans  to  solve  the  housing  crisis  are  not  on 
the  agenda. 


Affordable  housing  has  become  a  worldwide 
problem,  especially  in  urban  areas.  This  is 
a  logical  result  of  the  way  our  society  is 
organized  and  controlled.  The  government, 
banks,  and  developers  are  the  real  city  plan¬ 
ners  and  their  priority  is  not  the  living 
standard  of  the  people.  It  is  the  preserva¬ 
tion  and  reproduction  of  the  social  and  eco¬ 
nomic  organization  of  society,  to  have  it 
work  in  their  benefit. 


In  Europe,  a  new  group  of  people  have  start¬ 
ed  fighting  the  inhuman,  criminal,  and  some¬ 
times  also  unlawful  practices  of  speculators, 
developers,  and  the  government.  There,  the 
krakers  (squatters)  have  organized  a  strong 
widespread  movement  base!  on  the  right  of  hous¬ 
ing  as  mentioned  in  the  bill  of  human  rights. 
High  profits  through  speculation  are  not  and 
Will  never  be  a  basic  human  right.  Therefore,  the  krakers  do  not  obey  the 
property-protecting  laws,,  that  are  made  by  the  owners  of  that  property. 
Krakers  attack  the  housing  problem  at  its  source  by  occupying  vacated 
buildings,  misused  for  speculation.  Wherever  the  krakers  have  a  strong¬ 
hold,  the  government  is  frightened. 


(continued  on  page  8) 
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RENT  CONTROL  UNDER  ATTACK 


As  the  housing  crisis  in  urban  areas  worsens ,  the  policy  directions  of 
the  new  administration  present  a  grim  picture  for  millions  of  low  and  mod¬ 
erate  income  families  across  the  country.  Rent  control,  now  in  effect  in 
over  300  cities,  is  a  growing  local  response  to  the  rising  costs  of  hous¬ 
ing  in  a  tight  housing  market.  Rent  control  has  increasingly  become  a 
high-priority  target  on  a  national  level. 

Last  summer ,  the  Wylie  amendment,  limiting  moderate  income  housing  sub¬ 
sidies  to  cities  without  rent  control,  sailed  through  the  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  (239-1 §2 5  almost  without  notice.  The  subsidy  proposal  was 
killed  (and  with  it  the  amendment)  in  a  Joint  Subcommittee  for  budget  rea¬ 
sons,  aided  by  last  minute  lobbying  efforts  by  tenants  rights  and  low- 
income  housing  and  community  groups.  Next  came  a  report  from  HUD,  describ¬ 
ing  rent  control  as  poor  urban  policy. 

Then,  as  the  presidential  campaign  entered  its  final  months,  Reagan 
created  an  Urban  Policy  Task  Force,  headed  by  vocal  anti-rent  control  ad¬ 
vocate  Peter  Wilson  (Mayor,  San  Diego)  and  Richard  Fore,  President  of  the 
National  Multi-Housing  Council  (NMHC) .  NMHC  is  a  powerful  lobbying  group 
whose  members  include  builders,  developers,  owners  and  managers  involved 
in  all  phases  of  multi-family  housing  including  condominium  conversions. 
Tneir  major  focus  is  pj^inating  legislation  against  rent  control  and  in 
favor  of  conversion.  Barely  a  week  after  the  election,  this  Task  Force’s 
widely  publicized  agenda  highlighted  prohibiting  all  Federal  money  to  ci¬ 
ties  which  have  adopted  rent  protections  for  tenants.  Most  recently,  HUD 
Secretary-Designate  Samuel  Pierce  sailed  through  Senate  confirmation  hear¬ 
ings  and  was  lauded  by  NMHC  spokesperson  as  stating  that  the  Federal  gov¬ 
ernment  should  not  invest  in  rent-controlled  cities. 

The  ominous  signs  of  a  national  level  attack  on  rent  control  represents 
a  slap  in  the  face,  to  tenants  attempts  to  fight  speculatively-caused  dis¬ 
placement  through  increased  rents,  as  well  as  disregard  for  localities’ 
rights  to  self-determination,  and  a  growing  pro-business  attitude. 


•Joan  Blackburn 
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The  conversion  of  rental  housing  into  condominiums  was  restricted  by 
a  law  passed  by  the  Supervisors  in  July  *  79  -  Major  provisions  limit  the 
number  of  legal  conversions  to  1T300  units  per  year;  requires  40%  of  ten¬ 
ants  to  approve  conversion  by  signing  intent-to-purchase  statements;  pro¬ 
vides  for  a  detailed  permit  process  to  be  followed;  requires  that  at  least 
10/S  of  units  be  set  aside  for  low-moderate  income  tenants/buyers  and  li¬ 
mits  purchase  prices  accordingly;  provides  for  lifetime  leases  to  elderly 
tenants  who  don’t  buy ,  and  one  year  leases  to  other  non-rpurchasing  tenants 
and  relocation  assistance  when  the  year  is  up. 


•  At  the  time  the  law  was  passed,  it  was  applauded  as  the  strongest  such 
law  in  the  country  and  other  cities  used  it  as  a  model  on  which  to  base 
their  own  protections  from  rampant  conversion.  Since  then,  however, 
practice  has  shown  that  it  is  not  all  that  tenants  could  hope  for.  The 
purchase  of  condos  for  speculation  rather  than  as  a  home  is  breaking  the 
intent  of  the  law  to  increase  home  purchase  opportunities.  Loopholes  have 
let  owners  remove  tenants  unwilling  or  unable  to  purchase  their  units, 
through  eviction,  rent  increases,  or  payoffs.  Yet  another  way  around  the 
law  has  been  the  rather  drastic  move  of  demolishing  rental  units  to  con¬ 
struct  new  condos.  There  is  no  anti -demolition  ordinance  in  SF.  The 
City  Planning  Dept  and  Public  Works  Dept,  given  responsibility  to  over¬ 
see  the  process  are  so  understaffed  that  effective  enforcement  is  impos¬ 
sible. 

The  past  year  and  a  half  has  resulted  in  several  changes  proposed  by  the 
City  Planning  Dept  and  is  now  awaiting  consideration  by  the  Supervisors. 
Many  of  the  amendments  are  merely  of  the  ’ housecleaning ’  type,  but  seme 
will  significantly  increase  tenant  protection  and  make  conversion  mere 
difficult.  These  include:  the  developer  must  notify  the  tenants  of  their 
rights  prior  to  application  for  conversion,  increase  the  tenant  intent- 
to-purchase  requirement  to  50%  and  base  this  on  the  total  nunber  of  units 
rather  than  just  those  that  are  occupied ,  provide  lifetime  leases  to  all 
non-purchasing  tenants  (not  just  those  over  62  or  permanently  disabled). 

Although  these  changes  may  dissuade  some  conversions  and  my  protect 
existing  tenants,  it  still  allows  for  the  removal  of  our  city’s  precious 
rental  housing  stock.  There  is  serious  talk  of  passing  a  moratorium 
against  condo  conversions  at  least  until  more  info  is  known  about  their 
effects  on  the  City.  A  stronger  approach,  to  'ban  all  conversions  until 
the  rental-  vacancy  rate  exceeds  5%  is  still  being  pushed  around  by  most 
progressive  housing  activists. 


(continued  on  page  11) 
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The  SG-unit  Bnpress  Hotel  at  144  Eddy  St  has  been  raided  by  its  land¬ 
lord  Dayahbai  R.  Patel,  reputedly  head  of  the  notorious  Patel  clan.  He 
wants  to  empty  this  Tenderloin  residential  hotel  and  unload  it  for  $1.2 
million.  Tenants  first  heard  by  word  of  mouth  that  they  were  to  get  out 
in  late  December.  Then  in  early  January  a  stack  of  forms  appeared  at  the 
lobby  desk  which  people  'were  supposed  to  sign  agreeing  to  get  out.  in¬ 
stead  some  people  contacted  tenants’  rights  organizations  to  help  them  to 

stop  the  illegal  eviction  tactics  and  deal  with 
the  severely  neglected  building. 


Pat? 


h  -V-  v  '■  ; 
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HOTEL  GOLDMINE 
Fsntfltic  opportunity  ior  *KC«r- 
ienc*d  orxsfstor.  90  rooms  plus 
approKimat  !y  6300  sq  ft  com¬ 
mercial.  A ‘..cut  Vi  block  from  pro¬ 
posed  RAM  AD  A  INN.  .Pir.qpyTv 

■  Much 

transient  status.  Needs  work.  With 
25%  down,  seller  wtl l  carry  1st 
at  14%  for  S  years.  $1,400,000. 
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t  K- 


41. 


,V  ~-S 
>  i*S- 


1  has  oiTned  the  Empress  since  1962  but  it 
no  repairs  have  been  done  since  1906. 


eviction  by  the  Health  Dept 


A  threatened  mass 

was  headed  off  and  Patel’s  phony  eviction  no¬ 
tices  were  unsuccessful .  No  rent  has  been  ac¬ 
cepted  since  the  first  of  the  year.  Tenants 
had  been  paying  $40-450  per  week. 

On  Feb  3rd,  Patel  and  4  security  guards  went 
around  the  building,  kicked  in  27  doers,  removed 
the  doors  and  mattresses,  and  trashed  the  rooms. 
People  who  were  at  hone  were  spared  this  assault 
but  were  told  they  had  to  be  out  in  3  days.  The 
boss  security  guard  brandished  a  pistol  as  these 
actions  took  place.  When  people  returned  they 
found  many  if  not  all  their  personal  things 
gone.  The  media  was  contacted  and  the  horror  story  was  seen  by  thousands 
on  the  late  news  that  night. 


Tenants  and  supporters  are  fighting  back.  They  are  acting  to  clear  up 
and  secure  the  building  themselves.  They  are  seeking  a  restraining  or¬ 
der  against  Patel.  Patel’s  lawyer,  Mr  Dobbins  also  represented  the  owner 
of  the  Harbor  Hotel,  which  was  emptied  by  order  of  the  Health  Dept  and  by 
force  of  the  TAG  squad.  Dobbins  has  vowed  to  empty  the  Empress  through 
the  same  method.  But  the  tenants  say  they  are  staying .  Tney  vow  to  stop 
the  evictions,  save  their  homes,  and  put  Patel  behind  bars. 


— Michael  Steinberg 


ABGYLE  APABTMENTS/H3QTEL  -  146  McAllister  St  -  120  units 

Owners  Gerald  Dowd  and  Arthur  Zanello  are  still  doing  illegal  conver¬ 
sion  work  and  continue  to  harass  tenants  active  in  the  Argyle  Tenants 
Association.  Hie  owners  are  ready  to  dismiss  the  mss  evictions  they  sent 
out  in  August  ?79.  This  building  will  be  a  test  of  the  new  conversion 
ordinance,  as  this  is  such  a  blatant  and  well-documented  attempt  at  tour¬ 
ist  conversion. 

VALMAR  APARTMENTS  -  1751  Market  -  100  units. 

Tenants  were  up  in  anas  over  lack  of  security  and  maintenance  and  open¬ 
ly  confronted  landlord  Khouri  at  a  meeting  in  late  No  vender.  The  owner 
promised  to  remedy  all  problems,  and  the  tenants  promised  to  rent  strike 
if  he  didn’t. 

MARATHON  HOTEL  -  710  Ellis  -  80  units 

Another  old  time  residential  hotel  suffering  from  chronic  neglect.  Ten¬ 
ants  have  been  informed  that  it  was  taken  over  by  Patels  on  the  first  of 
the  year,  though  City  records  show  the  Budums  still  hold  title.  Almost 
all  these  Polk  Gulch  residents  are  withholding  rent  in  protest  of  the  de¬ 
plorable  conditions. 

308  TURK  ST  -  20  units 

Heritage  Realty  has  issued  30  day  eviction  notices  and  hired  goons  to 
harass  the  7  remaining  tenants  in  this  building.  Mr  Alfaro  of  Heritage 
used  similar  methods  to  empty  the  nearby  Cambridge  Hotel,  whose  crumbling 
masonry  fell  and  killed  a  21  year  old  refugee  woman  recently .  The  ten¬ 
ants  at  308  are  organizing  to  resist  the  evictions ,  implement  self-manage¬ 
ment  ,  and  increase  security  in  the  building, 

340  CHURCH  -  12  units.  Pyramid  Realty  speculator  Eric  Alexanderson  is 
angry.  Pyramid  Properties  Manager  Joel  Panzer  is  angry.  Why?  Because  the 
Rent  Board  allowed  then  "only”  a  23$  rent  increase  instead  of  the  55$ 
they  wanted.  Alexanderson  acquired  this  building  from  his  buddy  Panzer 
in  a  complex  series  of  transactions  in  Feb  1980.  He  then  hired  ids  pal 
Panzer  to  manage  the  building.  -They  attempted  to  pass  on  all  their  "in¬ 
creased  costs"  in  April  ’80,  but  the  Rent  Board  refused  to  allow  this. 

These  two  anti-rent  control  activists  hired  attorney  James  Wisner  and 
prepared  to  do  battle  with  tenants  and  the  RAB  again  in  Sept.  When  the 
Hearing  Officer  allowed  a  28$  increase,  they  appealed  the  "atrocity".  In 
a  stormy  hearing  Feb  3rd.  marked  by  repeated  taunts  and  accusations  of 
Board  prejudice  by  She  Pyramid  people,  the  Board  decided  to  rehear  the 
entire  case  on,  Feb  25  at  .7  PM  in  M  1195  of  trie  State  Building. 
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GCX)DMAN  GROUP  -  40  units  and  5  storefronts 
Tenants  on  rent  strike  since  1973 .  The 
landlord  is  the  insidious  Redevelopment 
Agency  (RDA).  Alan  Wofsy,  the  so-called 
developer,  has  already  wrested  control  of 
the  Myrtle  Street  flats  (8  units)  from  the. 
Group  and  converted  these  low-income  fami¬ 
ly  units  to  condaniniizHS  ,  RDA  sold  the 
property  to  Wofsy  for  a  total  of  $46,000. 
All  -units  had  100$  financing  through  Marks- 
Foran  legislation  for  rehabilitation  and 
all  8  units  have  now  been  sold  for  close 
to  $150,000  apiece I  A  nice  little  million 
dollar  profit  showing  once  again  that  the 
free  market  systen  works  best  with  govern¬ 
ment  welfare  for  the  rich! 


-  —  -  Meanwhile,  the  RDA  is  proceeding  with 

eviction  suits  against  the  Goodman  Group 
and  sabotaging  efforts  by  the  Group  to  obtain  funds  and  political  support. 
The  ‘Group  has  initiated  two  lawsuits  of  its  own  and  is  attempting  to  be 
designated  developer  for  the  rehabilitation  of  the  building  they  occupy. 

1921-31  Oak  -  12  units.  Recently  bought  by  4  people.  Illegal  rent  increases , 
evictions ,  and  lack  of  real  nmntemnee  work.  An  obvious  example  of  spe¬ 
culative  intention.  The  tenants  are  organizing. 

1227  Masonic  -  14  units  owned  by  Arthur  Bienaan.  Building  is  being  rehab- 
bed  with  RAP  money.  Many  older  tenants  have  moved,  but  3  households  are 
fighting  rent  hikes  of  45-55$. 

130  Frederick  -  22  units  owned  by  Jack  and  Irene  Kaus.  Tenants  were  sock¬ 
ed  with  1b~20$  rent  increases  in  the  Fall.  Tenants  organized  and  had  in¬ 
creases  lowered  by  the  Rent  Board.  Landlords  have  now  appealed. 

300  Buchanan  -  60  units.  THE  INTERCOM  IS  IN!  Tenants  have  won  a  major 
concession  in  their  struggle  with  owner  JF  Nelson  and  management  Cold- 
well  Banker.  The  Tenants  Committee  organized  last  fall  to  deal  with 
severe  security  problems.  Although  the  problems  had  existed  for  years, 
building  owners  responded  only  after  the  tenants  had  presented  their  de¬ 
mands  as  an  organized  group.  Further  improveBents  in  security  have  been 
premised « 
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POLITICIANS  WON’T  SOLVE  THE  HOUSING  CRISIS 

WE  ’WILL 


Each  day  they  make  premises 
for  tomorrow 
each  day  they  plead 

for  time 

and  silence 
for  time 

to  do  and  undo 

•f-  fo  Ir  £5.  .'in fS 

for  the  time- 
Being  being  our  time 

this  time 

c.  O 

they  want  your 

Time  each  day 

to  wait 

but  man 

we’re  tired  of  waiting 


■Michael  Canright 


KRAKEN  (from  page  2) 

These  battles  still  go  on  and  not  only  in  Amsterdam  anymore.  The  kra- 
kers  are  active  in  many  cities  all  over  Europe.  In  Berlin,  Kopenhagen, 
London  and  other  cities,  the  krakers  are  organizing  themselves  to  fight 
for  a  basic  human  right.  In  times  of  a  housing  crisis,  ii  is  a  crime  to 
use  housing  for  other  than  housing  purposes.  The  millions  spent  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  property  of  speculators  could  have  been  used  to  help  solve  the 
housing  crisis.  Instead,  these  millions  were  wasted  to  protect  a  cancer 
in  our  society. 


■Frans  Veithuysen 
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Three  new  staff  people  have  recently  been  hired  by  the  Tenants  Union, 
Funded  by  the  National  Association  of  Neighborhoods’  Anti-Displacement 
Project,  the  new  staff  are  working  to  fight  destruction  of  low-income 
neighborhoods  by  development  and  speculation. 


Cel so  Abellana,  a  native  of  the  Phillippines ,  has  many  years  of  exper¬ 
ience  working  in  the  South  of  Market  area.  He  says  his  major  interests 
are  to  "help  seniors,  especially  Filipinos,  with  their  housing  problems", 
fie  is  presently  working  on  a  South  of  Market  Neighborhood  Housing  Survey . 

Margy  Ortiz  has  been  actively  involved  in  the  fight  against  displace¬ 
ment  since  1974.  As  a  24  St  resident,  she  worked  with  other  low-income 
tenants  in  Noe  Valley  to  force  the  City  to  impose  an  ordinance  limiting 
the  conversion  of  low-income  residences  to  coimercial  uses. 

Before  caning  to  the  Tenants  Union,  Elia  Dreyfus s  volunteered  with  the 
Bay  Area  Welfare  Rights,  and  prior  to  that  was  instrumental  in  starting 
a  women’s  tree-planting  collective  in  Oregon,  She  says  her  interest  in 
SFTU  stems  from  "wanting  to  participate  in  a  movement  which  by  its  nature 
includes  an  incredibly  broad-base.” 

We  welcome  these  new  workers  to  our  staff. 


HOTELS  (from  page  1) 


The  new  law  not  only  puts  controls  on  outright  conversions  but  also 
prohibits  the  acts  which  often  precede  conversions.  Such  acts  include 
unjust  evictions,  tenant  harassment,  reduction  in  services,  and  change  in 
terms  of  tenancy.  The  law  also  protects  apartment  units  from  conversion 
to  tourist  use— a  very  real  threat  to  our  Center  City  housing  stock. 


The  new  ordinance  is  permanent  legislation,  replacing  last  year’s  tem¬ 
porary  moratorium,  which  went  largely  unenforced.  Although  the  new  law 
is  more  comprehensive  than  the  moratorium,  it  still  has  the  former  law’s 
flaw:  as  there  is  no  "Anti-Conversion"  Division  within  the  SF  Police 
Dept,  the  law  must  depend  on  tenant  and  tenant-representative  enforcement 
.for  its  viability.  To  begin  this  process,  Tenants  Against  Conversion  (TAC) 
a  tenant  group  established  to  monitor  the  conversion  laws,  will  be  holding 
a  meeting  explaining  the  law  and  possible  enforcement  techniques  on 


day,  Feb  20th,  at 


333  Turk.  For  more  info,  call  TAC 


2174 


r  r  - 
„p1  A! 


-Diana  Bilovskv 
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Dear  Tenant  Times; 

The  Tenants  Union,  in  its  efforts  to  make  itself  more  accessible  to  the 
community  at  large,  is  setting  up  a  write-in  column  for  the  Tenant  Times. 
We  encourage  any  information  that  you  would  like  to  share  about  your  ex¬ 
periences  as  a  tenant  in  the  City.  We  are  particularly  interested  in  any 
struggles  that  you  or  your  neighbors  may  be  having  with  your  landlord  or 
within  your  building.  Anything  else  that  you  feel  my  be  informative  for 
our  readers  you  are  also  welcome  to  send.  Letters  and/or  articles  should 
be  sent  to  Tenant  Times,  558  Capp  St,  SF,  9^ 110.  Your  name  and  address 
will  be  withheld  upon  request,  otherwise  we  will  print  it. 


Dear  Tenant  Times, 

Our  thanks  to  organizers  and  counselors  from  the  Tenants  Union  who  made 
possible  our  successful  resistance  to  our  landlord’s  negligence.  Here  .is 
our  $10  check  to  help  our  Union  stay  in  business. 

As  long  as  one  year  ago,  our  landlord  signed  an  agreement  with  us  to  do 
certain  repairs  in  our  apartment.  Other  repairs  have  become  necessary 
since  then.  We  always  thought  our  landlord  was  a  decent  guy  but  still 
somehow  he  never  did  the  things  he  promised  to  do.  Backed-up  drains,  holes 
in  the  wall  and  ceiling,  dilapidated  bathroom  tiles,  etc.,  all  were  left 
unattended. 

Finally,  we  got  wise.  We  were  worrying  and  nagging  and  going  without 
while  he  was  getting  a  more  than  adequate  rent  month  after  month.  We  were 
paying  him  for  services  and  to  worry  about  maintenance  and  we  were  worry¬ 
ing  and  even  doing  some  repairs  ourselves  for  FREE. 

The  solution — business  is  business  and  a  contract  is  a  contract.  He 
wasn’t  pulling  his  weight  and  so  we  contacted ,  you  the  Tenants  Union.  On 
your  recommendation,  we  notified  our  landlord  and  then  began  withholding 
rent.  Now  we’ve  started  to  contract  out  repairs  and  use  the  rent  $  we 
withheld  to  cover  costs.  It  seems  clear  that  landlords  have  a  different 
interest  in  housing  than  tenants,  but  we  can  fight  back.  And  fighting 
back  is  perfectly  reasonable,  right,  and  necessary. 

We’ll  be  paying  rent  again  in  February  and  living  in  a  safer,  better 
home. 


Jay  Kilbourn 


Sincerely, 


CONDO’S  (from  page  4) 
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The  political  pressure  needed  to  freeze  conversions  is  great  and  re¬ 
quires  immediate  action.  Because  the  conversion  of  apartments  and  flats 
into  condos  is  so  profitable,  it  is  clear  that  the  real  estate  folks  will 
lobby  the  Supervisors  and  Mayor  as  strongly  as  they  can.  Tenants  and  their 
friends  must  do  the  same.  If  you  are  interested  in  doing  this,  please 
contact  us  by  mail  and  we  will  get  back  to  you.  For  more  details  on  con¬ 
versions,  contact  Richard  Backer  at  City  Planning,  558-3055. 


• — ‘-Jim  Faye 


Regular  issues  of  the  Tenant  Times,  as  well  as  many  other  goodies  can 
be  yours  as  an  official  member  of  the  SF  Tenants  Union!  For  only  $10  a 
year  ($5  if  low-income)  you  will  receive  your  very  own  Tenants  Rights 
handbook  telling  all  you  ever  wanted  to  know  about  how  to  use  your  rights 
as  a  renter,  an  SFTU  ’’Organize!’5  button,  our  newsletter,  and  priority  ac¬ 
cess  to  counseling,  Rent  Arbitration  Board  info,  etc.  Hey,  deals  like 
this  don’t  come  every  day! 


And  don’t  forget,  by  joining  the  SFTU  you  are  helping  to  support  our 
continuing  activities.  We  depend  on  your  memberships  and  donations  to 
keep  us  in  operation.  The  struggle  against  landlords,  real  estate  in¬ 
terests,  and  City  Hail  is  a  big  one,  but  with  your  help,  we’ve  got  a 
fighting  chance! 


JOIN  MOW! 


NAME  . * . 

ADDRESS  „ . . . . . . . 

CITY  . . — . — . . . 

PHONE  . . . . * . — . 

LANDLORD’S  NAME  . — . 

Enclosed  fe—S10,  — $S  0«w  kteoi®c) 
for  1  year’s  metssberAijp  does  in  SFTU 

•Mail  to:  SFTU  558  Capp  St,  SF  94110 


t 

Please  have  someone  contact  i 
me  aboet  working  on  a  ; 

committee  of  SFTU  j 

i 

COUNSELING  .....  J 

i 

ORGANIZING  .....  « 

» 

OUTREACH  . 

i 

LEGISLATION  .....  j 

1 

! 

1 

t 
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PEOPLES  LAW  SCHOOL 
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